
TERM 4 2020 

NEWSLETTER M1A 

DEAR M1A FAMILIES 

Welcome to Term 4.  

Thank goodness we are all back together this 
term. I hope it stays that way. 
 
I want to say a very big thank you to all the 
parents who have been guiding their children 
with their education and following my 
instructions on the google classroom each and 
every day. Its been an interesting ride and 
there have been some funny moments and 
also some amazing work has been done over 
the last couple of terms. 
 
That said, I am looking forward to getting back 
into the classroom so the children can work 
with all of our beautiful Montessori materials 
again and work together to help each other 
along. Learning can be fun but much more fun 
when you are learning with your friends. 
 
 

 

IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

Integrated curriculum  

The children will be engaging in an integration unit 

this term on Geography. 

Some of the activities will include mapping and 

labelling the continent maps.  

Looking at pictorial images of people, terrain, 

weather, and clothing worn in different countries 

around the world. 

We will be discussing natural features of the land 

and man-made features. 

We will also be talking about the different types of 

land and water forms e.g. islands and lakes etc. 

The children will then be able to use the classroom 

materials and also the sandpit to replicate these 

land forms in miniature.  

 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics the children will continue with 

their own individual programs based on 

observations and assessments already completed 

during lockdown. I will assess any children who 

have not yet completed the Essential Assessments 

for Mathematics, although this will not happen in 

the first week back. 

 

English 

In English the Preps will consolidate their 

knowledge of phonics and have some intensive 

work on reading, handwriting and sentence 

construction.  

 



We will be using favourite picture story books to 

see how real authors write and try to analyse how 

they go about it.  

They will also continue to learn strategies to 

“unlock” words at the point of need as they read 

with me each day.  

 

The Grade 1 children will be working on different 

text structures for different purposes. We will be 

focussing on the narrative structure this term but 

also revising other structures for example reports 

and procedures that we have done during remote 

learning. 

All of the children will be continuing to work on 

their own individual strategies to help them read 

unfamiliar words and to gain an understanding of 

the texts they are reading, including 

comprehension skills such as: summarising, 

sequencing, inferencing, comparing and 

contrasting, self-questioning, relating background 

knowledge, distinguishing between fact and 

opinion, finding the main idea, important facts and 

supporting details. These skills will need to be 

taught explicitly, one at a time when each child is 

ready for them and revised when needed. The way 

I will do this is through individual conferencing 

with the children. 

  

REMINDERS 

Please remember that hats are to be worn this 

term. They were all sent home for washing at the 

end of Term 1. 

 
 
 

CHANGES TO THE NORMAL 
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

We would normally have many school activities 

planned for fourth term, however, these may need 

to be postponed or cancelled this year. As any 

announcements happen I will be sure to pass 

these on. We will try to do some virtual activities 

in M1A to help families stay connected. 

 

I will be conducting assessments this term 
to accurately pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses in the children prior to 
writing reports and also to be able to see 
exactly where the children may be falling 
behind  

We are very lucky to have assistance from 
other teaching staff to make this possible 
this term. Tania Davies will be taking our 
class for three hours each week to free 
me up to work with small groups and 
individual children who need help to 
catch up due to remote learning this year. 

One of the changes this term is that the children 

will have fewer specialist classes. Each class will 

have 5 hours of specialist subjects per fortnight 

rather than 4 hours per week. They will have P.E 

every week and one session of Art, Performing 

Arts and Japanese over a 2 week period. The 

school has arranged the timetable like this for two 

reasons; to free up specialist teachers to help in 

the classrooms and also to give the children more 

time to focus on the more academic core subjects.  

COMMUNICATION 

If you need to contact me please either 

email me or send a letter with your child 

and I will respond if necessary within the 

day. 

 

 


