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Dear Parents/Guardians,
A very BIG welcome to a completely different start to Term 2 as we journey into remote and flexible learning. I would like
to thank our wonderful school community for the overwhelming support in these unexpected times. The positive emails
received by staff have been overwhelming as we navigate this new experience together.
Staff
Last Tuesday our dedicated staff participated in a Curriculum Day where we all came together via Webex to tweak,
modify and refine learning resources for this upcoming term ahead. I would also like to acknowledge all the work staff
completed over their holiday break to ensure a smooth transition to remote and flexible learning. This included setting up
work areas in their living rooms and ensuring they were okay with navigating the new platforms for teaching and learning.
Please remember that our staff are working at home just like the majority of the Victorian community. Our transition to
remove and flexible learning will take time and we will make mistakes along the way, but remember that it is all part of the
learning process.
Communication
Communication is key throughout this process and we have been using parent email addresses. I urge you to let us
know if you have not been receiving this communication, so that we can confirm email addresses. Staff have been
following up with some families via phone and have experienced difficulty contacting some parents as they won’t answer
a call from a private number or unknown number. Please be aware that staff may be trying to touch base with you and
your child/children.
Webex
At present we are currently setting up Webex for all students which will enable teachers to set up whole class, small
group and individual conferences. When your classroom teacher is ready to hold these meetings, you will be sent details
to download and set up Webex on your child’s device. It is important that the supervising adult is present at any time that
an individual meeting is scheduled. The school is using Webex rather than apps such as Zoom, as it is approved by the
Department.
Anzac Day
Saturday 25th April will mark ANZAC Day 2020, a significant day as we pause and reflect on the service and sacrifices of
all those who have served and are currently serving.
This year ANZAC Day will be different, with no community commemorative services or marches. While we can’t go to the
Shrine of Remembrance or a local Dawn Service, the R.S.L. is asking that instead you #STANDTO or #lightupthedawn.
As the Last Post is played during the ANZAC Day Dawn Service walk outside, stand in your yard, driveway or on your
balcony with a torch or candle and observe a minute silence in respect of our veterans.
Please discuss the significance of ANZAC day with your child/children and maybe commemorate the day with one or
more of the following: a solitary driveway tribute; baking ANZAC biscuits; watching a televised service; a small ceremony
at home; reading an ANZAC Day story book; discussing a serviceperson’s medals, colouring an ANZAC Day picture etc.
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School Vision

Karingal Primary School is committed in providing a
friendly, dynamic and secure learning environment
that strives to develop respectful, resilient , lifelong
learners.
It supports students to achieve their personal best in
an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation.
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Late 1930’s
My 93 year old father reminded me over the phone the other day of a time in the late 1930’s when schools were closed
due to an outbreak of polio. A teacher used to ride a bike to drop off lessons for a week every Friday. They also
dropped off the marked homework from the previous week. We need to be mindful that this is not the first time that our
State has been in this situation and we are very fortunate to have the technology for communication and to support
learning which wasn’t available back then.
Just For Fun
Q.
Why did the clock go to the principal’s office?
A.
Because he was “tocking” too much.
Q.
A.

Why was the Math book sad?
Because it had so many problems.

So for a few Q & A’s
*
Will the internet fail? Probably.
*
Will my computer/ipad be okay? I hope so!
*
Will we make mistakes? Yes, but it’s a wonderful opportunity to learn.
*
Will I cope with my kids at home? Yes, you will, it might be challenging at times —for the kids too!! Call a
friend and debrief, set some clear rules and expectations for your family and develop a routine you can all work
with.
*
What if I’m not online at 9.00am? Don’t worry. Make contact as soon as you can, do the work when it suits
you and the family—everybody is managing different issues.
*
How much will my child fall behind because they aren’t at school? Following learnings from the
Christchurch earthquakes of 2011, education expert Professor John Hattie stated that Australian students could
lose a whole term out of the school year without falling significantly behind international counterparts.
*
How do I get in touch with my child’s teacher? Email.
*
Is Melissa (Primary Welfare Officer) around for welfare support issues? Absolutely and she may even
call a few families to say “Hi”. If you need to chat to her you can email the school, attention Melissa and she will
return your communication as soon as she can.
*
When will someone be at school?
A member of the leadership team will be in attendance between 8.45am and 3.45pm. Please respect these
hours. I am sure there are loads of questions and concerns that we are all experiencing, state wide and nation
wide. Let’s do our part the best we can.
Take Care
If ever there was a time to be flexible and adaptable it is right now! There are bound to be challenges along the way.
We all need to be flexible when things don’t quite go to plan. Please don’t compare yourself to other families or other
schools. Everyone is working hard to do what is best for our students. Be KIND and grateful to each other.
Hasten slowly!
Take care,
Karen Luff
Principal

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer:
Assistant Treasurer:
Parents:

Rachael Franks
Simon Tiller
Lisa Agar
Claire Montgomery- Campbell
Michael Wilkinson
Carol Chainey
Simon Tiller, Tania Richardson
Claire Montgomery- Campbell, Rachel
Franks, Kathy Frolley, Michael Wilkinson,
Rebecca Gaiewski
Executive Officer:
Karen Luff
DET Representatives: Danielle Goldsmith, Deirdre Finnegan,
Carol Chainey, Sam Marston
Community Members: Lisa Agar, Rob Lindsay

Supervision in the School Grounds

Teachers are on yard duty in the school grounds
at the following times:
8.45 – 9.00am Before School
11.00-11.30am Morning Recess
1.45-2.30pm Lunchtime
3.30-3.45pm After School

2020 TERM DATES
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

14th April to 26th June
13th July to 18th September
5th October to 18th December

2020 School Hours
Classroom Session 9.00am -11.00am
Morning Recess 11.00am-11.30am
Classroom Session 11.30-1.30
Lunch Eating Time 1.30 -1.45pm
Lunch Play Time 1.45pm-2.30-pm
Classroom Session2.30pm -3.30pm

Coming Events
August
7th
Curriculum Day—Student Free
September
7th-9th Grade 3/4 Camp Manyung
16th
Chess Tournament
October
26th—29th Life Education Van
November
2nd
Curriculum Day—Student Free

Message from Commonwealth Bank

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities
and our people remains our highest priority. Due to
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding coronavirus, the
School Banking program will remain on hold. We will
continue to monitor the situation and keep you
informed with any updates including how we will be
managing Dollarmite tokens for students.
In the meantime, here are some handy online
resources for parents who wish to maintain
momentum with their child’s financial education:
Start Smart: these resources have been created to
improve children’s money
management skills, and is aligned to the Australian
Curriculum and the National Consumer Financial
Literacy Framework.
The Beanstalk: offers videos and fun activities for
children to learn about money.

OUR COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY
Karingal Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We
support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the safety, participation and
empowerment of all children.
We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and
consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when
we are worried about a child’s safety, which we follow rigorously.
Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks.
Our school has robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed
to regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.
We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait children, the cultural safety of children from a
culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability.
We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to
achieve these commitments. If you believe a child is at immediate risk or abuse phone 000.
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The Montessori Classes have a new
Instagram page!
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Montessori_karingal_primary
Feel free to have a look and see some of the
things taking place.

FOUND
A student has found this ring in the pocket of
his school shorts that were purchased from the
Secondhand Uniform Shop. If this ring belongs
to you could you please contact the School.

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

Karingal Primary School does not necessarily endorse any of the products advertised in our school newsletter.

Should Children Be Home Schooled or Stay
Home?
Jake M23 16-04-20
I believe that everybody should be home schooled during this pandemic for many
reasons.

If you go to school and catch COVID-19, you go home and spread the virus in your
family. Children might be immune but older people can get very sick and die. Also,
you have to self-quarantine for 2 weeks. This may be a problem for parents who have
to work, and can't go to get groceries and parents might lose their job. When
everybody is at home so it stops the spread.
If we weren't being home schooled, we would miss out on a lot of learning so when
we went back to school, we would have to pick up where we left off. With home
schooling, we get to still be learning but at home! Also, you get to have good lunches
as well as breakfast. But if you forget something you won't have to go back and get it
because it's right there. Being at home means you can have the heater on or aircon
and u can be silly and loud while working.
Being home schooled, means you get looked after well by your parent or babysitter so
it's very fun. Also, you get to have anything for lunch and snack which we all like and
there aren’t any distractions unlike school, so it’s very easy to work. So, it's good being able to spend time with your family, they can also help you with your work if you're
stuck. Although I miss all my friends and teachers once we start working online, I'll get
to see everybody and chat which will be spectacular!
So, all in all home schooling is a very good school alternative at this time and will help
stop the pandemic and save lives.
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