
References:  

 

MOBILE DEVICE POLICY 
 

KARINGAL PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

Rationale 

 

1. The widespread ownership of mobile phones (and similar devices such as tablets and iPods) among students 

requires that school administrators, teachers, students, and parents take steps to ensure that such mobile 

devices are used responsibly at school.  

2. The technology of mobile devices has developed in such a way that they have the ability to break the Privacy 

and Data Protection Act of 2014; through recording sound, taking photographs and video images.  This new 

technology is open to abuse leading to the invasion of privacy.   

3. As a school, we recognise that many students use mobile devises. There is an increasing number of students 

who bring mobile phones to school and this creates a safety and security risk. 

4. Mobile devices are a distraction in the classroom. 

5. Mobile devices are an expensive item. 

 

Aims 

 

Karingal Primary School accepts that parents give their children mobile phones to protect them from everyday risks 

involving personal security and safety.  Parents may also be concerned about children travelling to and from school. It 

is acknowledged that providing a child with a mobile phone gives parents reassurance that they can contact their child 

if they need to speak to them urgently and to give appropriate use of mobile phones or similar or related technology at 

school; school camps, excursions and other school associated events.  

 

Implementation 

 

1. Parents and children will be informed of Karingal Primary School’s Mobile Device Policy. 

2. Parents should be aware if their child takes a mobile phone (or other mobile device) to school. 

3. Students bringing a mobile device to school MUST turn off the device and hand it into the office for safe 

keeping during school hours.  The mobile device may be collected at the end of the school day. 

4. Students MUST name their mobile device clearly before bringing it to the office. All students are advised to 

have their name and another contact number stored on the phone so that it can be more easily returned if lost. 

5. Students are not permitted to take phones on excursions, camps or other school functions (even for the 

primary purpose of using it as a camera). 

6. Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency, the school office remains a vital and appropriate point of 

contact and can ensure your child is reached quickly and assisted in an appropriate way. 

7. Mobile devices that are found in the school should be handed to the school office. 

8. Karingal Primary School accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile devices.  

9. Karingal Primary School accepts no responsibility for students who lose or have their mobile devices stolen 

while travelling to and from school. 
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10. Students who infringe the guidelines and rules set out in Karingal Primary School’s Mobile Device Policy 

could face having their mobile devices confiscated by teachers. The mobile device will be taken to the office 

and the student’s parent informed. Appropriate arrangements would then be made for the parents to collect the 

mobile device. 

11. Students using mobile devices to bully other students at Karingal Primary School will face disciplinary action 

as sanctioned by the Principal or Karingal Primary School’s administration. 

12. In the case where a mobile phone is used to record sound, pictures or video images which are deemed to be an 

invasion of privacy the school will reserve the right to apply for an appropriate sanction which could include 

suspension from school and, in extreme cases, permanent exclusion. 

 

 

KARINGAL PRIMARY SCHOOL VISITORS 

 

Rationale 

 

1. The widespread ownership of mobile phones (and similar devices such as tablets and iPods) requires that 

school administrators, teachers, visitors, and parents, take steps to ensure that such mobile devices are used 

responsibly at school.  

2. The technology of mobile devices has developed in such a way that they have the ability to break the Privacy 

and Data Protection Act of 2014; through recording sound, taking photographs and video images.  This new 

technology is open to abuse leading to the invasion of privacy.   

3. Mobile devices are a distraction in the school environment. 

 

Aims 

 

Karingal Primary School accepts appropriate use of mobile phones or similar or related technology at school, school 

camps, excursions, assemblies and other school associated events.  

 

Implementation 

 

1. Visitors and parents will be informed of Karingal Primary School’s Mobile Device Policy. 

2. Parents and visitors should not use mobile phones to make and receive calls, send text messages, access the 

internet, take photos or use other applications during lesson time or while engaged in other school activities 

such as assembly or sport.  

3. Visitors should generally use the soundless features for text messaging, answering services, call diversion and 

vibration alert to receive important calls to avoid distracting others engaged in school functions. 

4. If a parent, guardian or visitor takes a photograph of their child during a school function that has other 

children in it, this photograph may NOT be uploaded onto a website or social media to prevent a breach of the 

Data Protection Act 1998.  A parent, guardian or visitor will be asked to remove the image from the website. 

5. A mobile device may be utilised in the playground to communicate with the office or 000 during an 

emergency situation.   

6. Mobile devices that are found in the school should be handed to the school office. 

7. Karingal Primary School accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile devices.  
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KARINGAL PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF 

 

Rationale 

 

1. The widespread ownership of mobile phones (and similar devices such as tablets and iPods) requires that 

school administrator and teachers, take steps to ensure that such mobile devices are used responsibly at 

school.  

2. The technology of mobile devices has developed in such a way that they have the ability to break the Privacy 

and Data Protection Act of 2014; through recording sound, taking photographs and video images.  This new 

technology is open to abuse leading to the invasion of privacy.   

3. Mobile devices are a distraction in the classroom. 

 

Aims 

 

Karingal Primary School accepts that mobile devices can be used as an appropriate teaching device at school, school 

camps, excursions and other school associated events.  

 

Implementation 

 

1. Staff will be informed of Karingal Primary School’s Mobile Device Policy. 

2. Mobile devices may be used as a teaching tool; e.g. timer, camera, calculator or video. 

3. When not being used as a teaching tool:   

a. Staff should not use mobile phones to make calls, send text messages, access the internet for personal 

use or use personal applications during lesson time or while engaged in other school activities such as 

assembly or sport. Staff should restrict use of the mobile phone to before or after school and during 

recess and lunch breaks. 

b. Staff should generally use the soundless features for text messaging, answering services, call 

diversion and vibration alert to receive important calls to avoid distracting others engaged in learning 

activities. 

c. Devices should be kept out of sight during classroom lessons and school activities to minimise 

distractions. 

4. A mobile device may be utilised in the playground to communicate with the office or 000 during an 

emergency.   

5. Mobile devices that are found in the school should be handed to the school office. 

6. Karingal Primary School accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile devices.  

7. Staff who infringe the guidelines and rules set out in Karingal Primary School’s Mobile Device Policy could 

face disciplinary action as sanctioned by the Principal or Karingal Primary School’s Leadership Team. 

8. Staff may not share their mobile numbers or social media account details with present students.  If a staff 

member wishes to do this for educational purposes, it should be discussed with the Principal prior to this. 

 

Evaluation 

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle. 

 

                      This policy was last ratified by School Council in 17 May 2017.                        

 


