
Year 5 and 6 Inquiry Units: Terms 1 and 2 
Time Big Idea Curriculum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 1 

Weeks   

1, 2, 3 

  

Aspiring to 

RIPRRness 

 

Ethical      

Capability  

 

What is right 

and what is 

wrong?  

 

Is a lie ever good? 

What is happiness? 

How important is happiness? 

What is necessary for happiness? 

Does everybody have the right to be happy? 

What are cultural norms and how are they different? 

What are ethical issues? 

Understanding Concepts: 

Examine the contested meaning of concepts including truth and happiness and the extent to which these con-

cepts are and should be valued. 

Discuss how ethical principles can be used as the basis for action, considering the influence of cultural norms, 

religion, world views and philosophical thought on these principles. 

Examine how problems may contain more than one ethical issue.  

 

Weeks    

4-10 

The Science 

of Chemistry 

Science Why are solids, 

liquids and 

gases         

important? 

How do solids, liquids and gases change under different 

situations? 

Why cant all substances be classified into a solid, liquid 

or gas by their observable properties? 

How do elements interact with each other? 

What is the periodic table? 

What are atoms and molecules? What happens when 

chemicals react? 

Chemical Science: 

Solids, liquids and gases behave in different ways and have observable properties that help to classify them. 

Term 2 

Weeks    

1– 5 

Consumer 

Choices 

Economics and 

Business  

What          

influences our 

choices?  

What are needs? 

What are wants? 

What re needs and wants for a community? 

What are goods and services and what influences deci-

sions? 

What are the strategies used by businesses to sell and 

advertise products? 

How do we make good consumer and financial deci-

sions? 

What are the benefits of saving? 

What consumer decisions have an impact on the envi-

ronment? 

 

Resource Allocation and making Choices: 

Describe the difference between needs and wants and explain why choices need to be made. 

Explore the concept of opportunity cost and explain how it involves choices about the alternative use of limited 

resources and the need to consider trade-offs. 

Identify types of resources (natural, human, capital) and explore the ways societies use them in order to satisfy 

the needs and wants of present and future generations. 

Places and our Connections to them: 

Identify influences on consumer choices and explore strategies that can be used to help make informed personal 

consumer and financial choices. 

Consider the effect that the consumer and financial decisions of individuals may have on themselves, their    

family, the broader community and the natural, economic and business environment. 

Weeks    

5-10 

It’s           

Electrifying! 

Science How is      

electricity 

generated? 

How can energy be transformed from one form to an-

other to generate electricity? 

What is an electrical circuit? 

What are the features of electrical circuits? 

What are electrical conductors and insulators and what 

purpose do they serve? 

How do turbines function to generate electricity? 

How do solar panels work and what is their use? 

Physical Science: 

Energy from a variety of sources can be used to generate electricity; electric circuits enable this energy to be 

transferred to another place and then to be transformed into another form of energy. 



Year 5 and 6 Inquiry Units: Terms 3 and 4 
Time Big Idea Curricu-

lum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 3 

Weeks     

1 –10  

Earth’s 

Changing 

planet 

 

Science 

 

What makes 

up the solar 

system? 

What are the planets in the solar system? 

How long do the planets take to orbit the sun? 

What is the size of Earth and the other planers? 

What is the distance between Earth and the sun? 

What is the distance between Earth and other planets? 

Earth and Space Sciences: 

Earth is part of a system of planets orbiting around a star (the Sun). 

Term 4 

Weeks    

1– 5 

Marvellous 

Microorgan-

isms 

Science What is the 

effect of   

environmental 

changes on 

individual 

living things? 

What happens to fungi in different temperature? 

How does changing the physical conditions for plants impact on their growth and 

survival? 

What happens to organisms living in extreme environments? 

Biological Sciences: 

The growth and survival of living things are affected by the physical conditions of their 

environment.  

Australia as a 

Nation  

History 

 

How did   

Australia  

develop as a 

nation and 

why is it a 

democracy?  

Who were the key people in the path of Federation and how did they influence 

events and decisions? 

How did the US influence the Australia’s system of government? 

What are the key elements and their origins of Australia’s system of law and govern-

ment ? 

What did the lack of citizenship rights for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Is-

lander Peoples in Australia entail? 

What was the significance of the 1962 right to vote federally and the 1967 referen-

dum? 

What were the experiences of democracy and citizenship of women, ,migrant 

groups, orphaned children? 

What is migration? How did it impact Australia? What were the programs? 

What does the population data show in regards to the places of birth of Australia’s 

people at one or more points of time in the past and today? 

Who were the  notable individuals in Australian public life across a range of fields? 

Historical Knowledge: 

The significance of key figures and events that led to Australia’s Federation, including 

British and American influences on Australia’s system of law and government. 

The different experiences and perspectives of Australian democracy and citizenship,     

including the status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, migrants, 

women, and children . 

The stories and perspectives of people who migrated to Australia, including from one Asian 

country, and the reasons they migrated. 

Significant contributions of individuals and groups, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples and migrants, to changing Australian society. 

 

 

Weeks    

5-10  

Civics & 

Citizen-

ship 

What is the role of the monarchy and its representatives in Australia ?        

What is the meaning and importance of the values and principles of Australian 

democracy? 

What are the roles and responsibilities of the three levels of government? 

Who has the right to vote? 

What would make for a good representative in government? 

Government and Democracy: 

Discuss the values, principles and institutions that underpin Australia’s democratic forms of 

government and explain how this system is influenced by the Westminster system. 

Describe the roles and responsibilities of the three levels of government, including shared 

roles and responsibilities within Australia's federal system. 

Identify and discuss the key features of the Australian electoral process. 

Identify the roles and responsibilities of electors and representatives in Australia's       

democracy. 


