
Year 3 and 4 Inquiry Units: Terms 1 and 2 

Time Big Idea Curricu-

lum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 1 

Weeks   

1, 2, 3 

  

Aspiring to 

RIPRRness 

 

Ethical      

Capability  

 

What is right and 

what is wrong?  

 

What is fairness? 

What is harm? 

What are ethical problems? 

What acts are good, bad, right or wrong? 

How does an act lead to good or bad outcomes? 

What are the consequences of responses to problems and were these intended or foreseea-

ble?  

What do characters say and do that might suggest their dispositions?  

To what extent are dispositions such as being honest, cautious, persistent, selfish, proud, or 

empathetic necessary for ethical decision-making?  

Can someone be honest and brave and yet make the wrong choice?  

Are there some dispositions that are more important than others? 

What are the dispositions and values commonly associated with significant community lead-

ers, heroes, sport champions and celebrities ? 

Understanding Concepts: 

Explore the contested meaning of concepts including fairness and harm and how 

they can seem to differ in different situations. 

Explore the extent to which particular acts might be regarded by different people 

as good or bad, right or wrong, better or worse, and explain why. 

Discuss the ways to identify ethical considerations in a range of problems . 

Explore how apparently wrong actions can sometimes lead to good outcomes 

and the reverse. 

Discuss the role of personal values and dispositions in ethical decision-making 

and actions. 

Weeks    

4-10 

What’s the 

Matter? 

Science  How do liquids and solids respond to changes in temperature? 

How do changes from solid to liquid and liquid to solid help us recycle materials? 

What are common materials, such as metals or plastics, and their uses? 

What are the properties of materials? 

How can materials be selected for a specified use based on their properties? 

Chemical Science: 

A change of state between solid and liquid can be caused by adding or removing 

heat. 

Natural and processed materials have a range of physical properties; these prop-

erties can influence their use. 

Term 2 

Weeks    

1– 5 

Decisions, 

Rules and 

Laws 

Civics & 

Citizen-

ship 

Why do we make 

rules and laws and 

why are they im-

portant? 

How are decisions made democratically? 

How can local government contribute to community life? 

What are the key features of government? 

What are democratic values? 

What services do local government provide?  

Why do we have rules? 

Who has the authority to make rules? 

What are cultural norms  involved in some rules?  

identifying who has the authority to make rules, for example at school or in a sporting club 

What is the difference between rules and laws? 

What is the purpose of laws? 

Why are laws important? 

Government and Democracy: 

Identify features of government and law and describe key democratic values. 

Identify how and why decisions are made democratically in communities. 

Explain the roles of local government and some familiar services provided at the 

local level. 

Laws and Citizens: 

Explain how and why people make rules. 

Distinguish between rules and laws and discuss why rules and laws are im-

portant. 

Weeks    

5-10 

Heating Up! Science What is the differ-

ence between heat 

and temperature? 

How can heat be produced? 

How can heat  be transferred through conduction? 

How can we feel heat and measure its effects using a thermometer? 

Physical Science: 

Heat can be produced in many ways and can move from one object to another; a 

change in the temperature of an object is related to the gain or loss of heat by 

the object. 



Year 3 and 4 Inquiry Units: Terms 3 and 4 
Time Big Idea Curriculum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 3 

Weeks     

1 –10  

Our Place in 

Space 

 

Science 

 

What are the 

effects of 

Earth’s       

rotation on its 

axis? 

What are the relative sizes and movement of the Sun, Earth and Moon? 

What are the timescales for the rotation of the Earth? 

What are sundials and how do they work? 

Earth and Space Sciences: 

Earth’s rotation on its axis causes regular changes, including night and day 

Term 4 

Weeks    

1– 5 

Friends or 

Foes? 

Science How do living 

things survive? 

What observations of living things can be made as they develop through their life 

cycles? 

What environmental factors can affect life cycles? 

What are the roles of living things in a habitat? 

What are the effects when living things in feeding relationships are removed or die 

out in an area? 

Biological Sciences: 

Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the 

environment to survive. 

Weeks    

5-10 

First Contacts History Who lived here 

first, how do 

we know and 

what was life 

like? 

Where are the early archaeological sites that show the longevity of the Aboriginal 

people located?  

Where did the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups in Australia, live? 

What was life like for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people? (studying their  

totems and examining the differences between their totem). 

Who were the key individuals and groups who established contacts with Africa, the 

Americas, Asia and Oceania during the age of discovery (exploring their impact on 

society)? 

What were the reasons for the First Fleet journey? 

What was the treatment of prisoners at that time?  

What did contact with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples before 1788 look 

like?  

What is the difference in views of land ownership between Europeans and  

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples' and how did this affect relations 

between them? 

What did the impact of British colonisation have on the lives of Aboriginal people such 

as dispossession, dislocation and the loss of lives through conflict, disease, loss of food 

sources and medicines? 

Did the interactions between Europeans and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples have positive or negative effects? 

What impact did paintings and accounts (by observers such as Watkin Tench and 

David Collins) have on early British colonisation on Aboriginal peoples' country? 

Historical Knowledge: 

The diversity and longevity of Australia’s first peoples and the significant ways 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are connected to Country and Place 

(land, sea, waterways and skies) and the effects on their daily lives. 

The journey(s) of a significant world navigator, explorer or trader up to the late 

eighteenth century, including their contacts with and effects on other societies. 

Stories of the First Fleet, including causes and reasons for the journey, who trav-

elled to Australia, and their experiences and perspectives following arrival. 

The nature of contact between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

others, for example, the Macassans and the Europeans, and the effects of these 

interactions . 


