
Year Foundation, 1 and 2 Inquiry Units: Terms 1 and 2 
Time Big Idea Curriculum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 1 

Weeks   

1, 2, 3  

Aspiring to 

RIPRRness 

Ethical      

Capability  

What is right 

and what is 

wrong?  

What is a good choice? 

What is a poor choice? 

How do our choices affect other people? 

Understanding Concepts: 

Explore the meaning of right and wrong, good and bad, as concepts concerned with the outcomes of acts. 

Decision making and Actions: 

Explore the type of acts often considered right and those often considered wrong and the reasons why they are considered 

so. 

Explore the effects that personal feelings can have on how people behave in situations where ethical issues are involved. 

Weeks   

4, 5, 6, 7, 

8  

Reduce, 

Reuse,    

Recycle 

What can be 

reduced,   

reused or 

recycled? 

How can we sort materials? 

What materials are used for clothing around 

the world? 

What materials are used for buildings? 

How can materials be physically changed? 

How can food be mixed to form different 

products? 

Why are objects made from different     

materials? 

Chemical Sciences: 

Objects are made of materials that have observable properties. 

Everyday materials can be physically changed or combined with other materials in a variety of ways for particular purposes. 

 

  

Science  

Weeks   

9, 10 

Easter  How do people celebrate?  

Term 2 

Weeks    

1– 5  
Writing is 

Magical   
English  How do we 

write?   
What is a fairy tale? 

What is a nursery rhyme? 

What is a dreamtime story?   

Literature and Context: 

Recognise that texts are created by authors who tell stories and share experiences that may be similar or different to stu-

dents’ own experiences. 

Examining Literature: 

Recognise some different types of literary texts and identify some characteristic features of literary texts. 

Identify some features of texts including events and characters and retell events from a text. 

Weeks    

5-10 

Sounds   

Sensational 

Science How are our 

senses used to 

learn about 

the world 

What are sources of light? 

What does illumination do? 

How can we produce sound? 

Physical Science: 

Light and sound are produced by a range of sources and can be sensed. 



Year Foundation, 1 and 2 Inquiry Units: Terms 3 and 4 

Time Big Idea Curriculum 

Area 

Overarching 

Question 

Supporting Questions Description 

Term 3 

Weeks    

1-10 

Weather in 

my World  
Science How does the 

weather 

change?  

What happens in the sky? 

What are the seasons? 

How do we dress for the different weather? 

How does the weather affect people in 

different cultures? 

How does the weather affect animals?  

Earth and Space Sciences: 

Observable changes occur in the sky and landscape; daily and seasonal changes affect everyday life.  

Geography Places and our Connections to them: 

Weather and seasons and the ways in which different cultural groups, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 

describe them. 

Term 4 

Weeks    

1– 4 

Living Things Science What are living 

things? 

What are common features of animals? 

What are animal body parts used for? 

Where do living things live? 

What happens when habitats change? 

What are the common features of plants? 

 

Biological Structures: 

Living things have a variety of external features and live in different places where their basic needs, including food, water and 

shelter, are met.   

Weeks    

5-9 

Inventions How have 

changes in 

technology 

shaped our 

lives? 

History How has technology changed over several 

generations , for example, changes to land, 

air and sea transport, the move from wood-

fired stoves to gas/electrical appliances, the 

introduction of television, transistors, FM 

radio and digital technologies? 

Where was the technology used in their 

grandparents’ childhoods made compared 

with the technology they use today? 

What are the traditional toys used by Aborig-

inal and Torres Strait Islander children to 

play and learn?  

What toys were used by children who lived 

when electricity was not available? 

Community Histories: 

The effect of changing technology on people’s lives and their perspectives on the significance of that change. 

Weeks     

10,11 

Christmas  How do people celebrate?  


